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We have followed Jeremiah on a journey of 
heartache, displacement, violence, helplessness, 
and homesickness. It seemed like a really good 
idea – after all, how often do we spend six weeks 
on one of the Hebrew prophets. 

Jeremiah’s words have been difficult to 
hear; most of his words were harsh words of 
condemnation against the people and the nation 
of Judah. Jeremiah always seems to be 
swimming against the stream. His words came to 
a ruling class who felt quite secure in their 
prosperity and their way of life – they were well 
fed and clothed and making money –as Marie 
Antoinette so famously said about the poor and 
the oppressed of her day, “Let them eat cake” - 
what could possibly go wrong here? 

I’m sure Jeremiah wondered when God 
would ever give him a hopeful word to preach. I 
know I did. Finally, today we get a word of hope 
– God says “buy a field.” 

At first glance this doesn’t seem very 
remarkable – people buy and sell property every 
day. And yet, it is a very peculiar transaction. 

Jerusalem is under siege, Jeremiah has 
already stated that Jerusalem will fall to Babylon 
and that King Zedekiah and the people of 
Jerusalem will be exiled.  

On top of that, Jeremiah is in prison, 
because, as part of his pronouncement that 
Babylon was serving Yahweh’s purpose, he 
declared that the appropriate response to the 
siege is to lay down arms and surrender. At a 
time of war. suggestions like that are regarded as 
seditious, and the person who makes them is 
called a traitor. 

Not exactly a great time to be paying 
good money for land that is in the process of 
being conquered. And yet, we have this story of 
Jeremiah’s land purchase told in great detail. 
Why? 

In order to begin to understand,  
we must go back a bit to Chapter 31 to verses 
31-34. 

The time is coming, declares the Lord,  
when I will make a new covenant with the people 
of Israel and Judah…  
 I will put my Instructions within them 
and engrave them on their hearts.  
 I will be their God, and they will be my 
people.  
 They will no longer need to teach each 
other to say, “Know the Lord!” because they will 
all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, declares the Lord;  
 for I will forgive their wrongdoing and 
never again remember their sins. 

No longer are the people of Israel 
identified by a place, or cultic practices, and 
tribal traditions; now they are bound together by 
Yawheh’s law that is a part of their very being.  

It may have been the end of the nation of 
Israel as it once was identified but it does not 
mean that Yahweh has abandoned Yahweh’s 
people or lessened in any way Yahweh’s 
connection to them. They are now a people who 
band together to worship God, strengthen their 
commitments to live according to the will of God 
and celebrate their common life together no 
matter where they are.  

I will put my instructions within them 
and engrave them on their hearts. 

And then in the very next chapter we 
hear God say to Jeremiah, “Buy a field.” 

I wondered when I read this passage this 
week if I would have bought the field from 
prison, with the Babylonian army at the gates and 
certain exile looming on the horizon. 

Then I realized even if I couldn’t make 
that great a leap, I could do what Jeremiah’s 
trusted scribe, Baruch did.  
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Jeremiah charged – he did not request. 
Jeremiah charged Baruch with these words, 
“Thus, says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel. 
Take these deeds, both this sealed deed of 
purchase and this open deed, and put them in an 
earthen ware jar, in order that they may last for a 
long time.” 

Jeremiah charged Baruch to be a witness 
to what transpired in the purchase of the property 
and to be the trustee of the deed, the document, 
the hope which is grounded in Jeremiah’s words 
to Baruch – God’s promise to Israel, “For thus 
says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses 
and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in 
this land.” 

How crazy is it to buy land from prison – 
land that is about to be conquered by Babylonia – 
would the Babylonians even honor such a deed? 
Doubtful. 

It must have seemed crazy to Baruch – 
you want me to do what?  

But do it he does. 
And in the doing –Baruch’s life becomes 

the way, the venue, the place for the preservation 
of the deeds. The instrument for that preservation 
is the earthenware vessel. 

Keep the deeds, choose the earthenware 
vessel carefully, be the caretaker of this deed.  

Tell the story to all who will listen. Pass 
it on to the next generation. Keep the faith and 
hope alive no matter where you are. 

While Jeremiah is literally a captive to 
the whim, waywardness, and fear of those who 
refuse to hear his word, Jeremiah redeems by 
purchase a portion of the land, representative of 
the whole, and then entrusts to Baruch both the 
recording of the event, and the story.  

Baruch becomes part of the prophetic act 
and a symbol of the prophetic hope.  

We can’t all be prophets like Jeremiah – 
thank goodness – I would fail miserably, and I 
think there is only so much room for such fiery 
rhetoric in the world. 

We can however be like Baruch. 
We can know that no matter where we 

are, or how bad things look in this moment – 
God will never abandon God’s people.  

We can be the faithful keepers and 
witnesses of the story of our faith.There couldn’t 
have been a Jeremiah without a Baruch. There 
couldn’t have been a Paul, by his own word, 
were it not for most of all those named in the 

sixteenth chapter of Romans, to say nothing of 
individuals like Epaphroditus in Philemon. 

We overlook these people; after all they 
are just ordinary folk like us.  

And yet - Prophetic vision always 
requires a community of faith to witness it - to 
tell the story.  

“You will be my witnesses,” says Jesus 
to unsure and frightened disciples.  

We are now the witnesses – we must 
choose our containers carefully and we must be 
faithful trustees of the story.  

It does not matter where we worship, or 
even the form of our worship – it does matter that 
we are faithful to living and telling the story of 
Jesus. 

The apostle Paul wrote, “we have this 
treasure in clay pots so that the awesome power 
belongs to God and doesn’t come from us.”  

That treasure is the Good News of Jesus 
Christ – news that shapes us from the inside out. 

Pottery images in Jeremiah – Pottery 
images in Paul – powerful images for us even 
now. 

People have been drawn to pottery for 
thousands of years – its shaping, its usefulness, 
and its beauty. 

I wonder if the power of pottery lies in 
its very essence – clay from the earth formed and 
shaped into something both utilitarian and 
beautiful.  

I wonder if the essence of pottery calls to 
our very essence – clay from the earth formed 
and shaped by the hand of the Creator into 
something both utilitarian and beautiful.  

We in this room are an earthenware 
vessel of a community of faith in Jesus Christ.  

We are trustees of a promise; a 
community that includes the wandering, 
wondering, and waywardness of the human story 
and we know that by keeping that promise we 
will one day experience a coming home to the 
promise and to the God who made the promise. 

May we choose dependable vessels and 
remain faithful trustees of the story – telling it to 
all creation.  

Amen.  


