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Nobody wants to be a prophet. Not Moses, 
not Jeremiah, and I would guess none of us 
would raise our hand for that job either. 

Garrison Keillor said this about being 
a prophet: “God was saying to me, ’witness 
to this.’ And ‘reveal the truth about this,’ and 
‘be a prophet.’ And I said, “No thank you. I 
don’t want it.” (Do we hear echoes of 
Jeremiah here) 

“God said, ‘This will be a great 
service to people you love, to tell them the 
truth. And I said, ‘They’re not going to thank 
me for it. I know that for sure. People hurt 
prophets. They throw sharp things at them. . . 
I don’t want that. So, no thank you. I don’t 
want to be a prophet and tell the truth.” 

Keillor is right – people aren’t 
particularly fond of prophets. And yet, God 
keeps sending prophets. 

So, let’s set aside the image we all 
have of prophets who bring down fire, and 
who wear animal skins and eat locusts. 
Instead, let’s start with the image of a 
prophet as a bullfrog.  

Even if you aren’t old enough to 
remember – we all know that Jeremiah Was a 
Bullfrog is a really a song of nonsense 
words. The group Three Dog Night never 
expected it to be a hit and the writer of the 
song never meant for us to think Jeremiah 
referred to the Biblical prophet. And yet, the 
image kind of gets stuck in your head, 

doesn’t it. I think I like it better than animal 
skins and locusts. 
Did you know that bullfrogs in a group are 
called a chorus? And there is nothing that can 
get in your head like the chirping, grinding, 
rasping noise of even one bullfrog, let alone 
a bunch of bullfrogs. Seems like a good 
image for a prophet. 
And then let’s add Garrison Keillor’s image 
of a prophet as being a witness. A witness 
testifies to something known or seen or 
believed. 

Tom Long writes about preaching as 
an act of witnessing - saying that to witness 
is to stand in and with a particular 
community of faith – deeply involved in the 
struggle to find meaning, to seek justice, and 
to be faithful to the Gospel. Another great 
prophet image. 

We have numerous examples of such 
witnesses above and beyond the Biblical 
record of prophets – Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
Corrie Ten Boom, Nelson Mandela, Martin 
Luther King, Jr, Sister Teresa – Witnesses to 
their communities, seeking justice, struggling 
to testify to God’s claim on the way we 
humans choose to live our lives - raising 
their voices, calling others to raise their 
voices – bullfrogs. 

We can point to our own 
denomination as a prophetic voice in world – 
abolition, women’s rights, the marriage 
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equality act – all because people of faith 
became like a pond full of bullfrogs. 

I just returned from a worship retreat 
in Oklahoma City. We went to the OKC 
Memorial site and toured the museum and 
worshipped at the memorial. I had forgotten 
what an ordeal the trial was for the family 
members of the victims and the survivors of 
the bombing. The judge gave them the 
choice of either testifying at the trial or 
observing the proceedings. They could not 
do both.  

Those survivors and the families of 
victims became quite an effective chorus of 
bullfrogs. They lobbied, they pleaded, they 
went to Washington DC and became the 
prophets for their community and the nation. 

On March 20, 1997, President 
Clinton signed into law, legislation that 
would allow the victims of the OKC 
bombing (and the victims of any future acts 
of violence) the right to observe trials and to 
offer impact testimony in sentencing 
hearings.  

Ordinary people became witnesses to 
the truth as they saw it in their community;  
they became the prophetic voices that could 
not be ignored. 

As uncomfortable as it is to imagine 
ourselves being witnesses or bullfrogs – or 
prophets – the times we live in demand that 
we consider raising our own voices. 

Did you know that the cost of the 
2016 election was 6.4 billion dollars? 2.4 
billion of that went to the Presidential race 
with the other 4 billion going to 
Congressional races. 

That kind of money comes with its 
own price. It demands loyalty to the agendas 
of large donors, and it demands to be 
replenished because without the money a 
candidate simply cannot win reelection.  

Our politicians have learned that 
there are issues that are guaranteed to be 
money raisers and vote getters – civil rights, 
immigration, and gun control are among the 
top contenders –  
so there is really no urgency to reach 
compromise or solutions to these problems.  

Biblical witness teaches us that the 
eager prophets – the ones who tell the people 
what the people want to hear – are not to be 
trusted. It is the reluctant prophets like 
Jeremiah who bring hard truths and demand 
action that are to be trusted. Our political 
leaders seem eager to say whatever it will 
take to get them elected. 

We can choose to pick a side, dig our 
heels in, and listen only to those who agree 
with us. 
Or we can choose to open conversations that 
invite and listen to all the voices at the table.  

We can choose to remember that God 
yearns for relationship with all of humanity  
and that God yearns for humanity to build 
relationships with each other – relationships 
that love and serve. 

If you want to begin a conversation 
on gun control, Mark Lee Robinson, a UCC 
minister in St. Louis has a proposal on the 
table that doesn’t begin with taking away all 
guns or letting everyone have any gun they 
want. It may not be the final solution, but it 
is a place to start. 

Right now, right here in Springfield, 
Missouri, there is a huge problem in our 
public-school system. It’s been called 
bullying, which it is, but it is so much more – 
it is racism, religious intolerance, anti-
Semitism, and homophobia.  

The NAACP is working to expose 
this problem, to allow those hurt by this 
shameful behavior to tell their story and to 
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engage the community to work towards a 
solution. This Tuesday, August 27, there is a 
fundraiser at Hammons Field. You can get 
your tickets at Big Mama’s on Commercial 
Street for $12. Contributing is an easy way to 
start on the journey to raise your voice. 

And finally, just in case you are still 
reluctant to raise your hand to be a prophet –  
I want to tell that you already have raised 
your hands. Each of you, in some way, 
whether you were here at the time or whether 
you are now standing in solidarity with the 
decision that was made, are a prophet. 

We take very seriously the voice of 
Jesus who tells us to welcome everyone to 
the table. Every Sunday we say – “No matter 
who you are or where you are on life’s 
journey you are welcome here.” 

And then, we welcomed one who 
clearly was not willing or able to respond to 
that welcome extended in love. 

What we experienced was a 
dangerous and abusive bully whose only goal 
was to gain power to cause harm to the 
community. And so, we wrestled with our 
call to welcome and our call to protect others 
from harm. In the end, we asked the bully to 
leave. You were prophets then and you are 
prophets now because we stand firm in our 
discernment of God’s voice.  

We know that some people are so 
dangerous that we cannot love them enough 
to keep them from doing harm to the 
community. 

You are prophets because you are 
willing to share honestly and openly the 
story of that hurt and the decision that we 
made to exclude a dangerous individual from 
our midst. We share it because we do not 
want anyone else to experience what we 
experienced. We share it because we care 
even about that individual – enough to stand 

up to him in the hope that at some point he 
will see the harm he causes. 

As with all prophets ours is not the 
task of forcing people to believe or act in a 
certain way. Instead, we testify, we witness 
to the claim of God in our lives and then we 
wait. Right now, we wait for National 
Avenue Christian Church to discern what the 
hearing of our story means for their story as 
people of God. 

It’s not always easy being prophets. 
And yet, God keeps sending prophets. 

Whether you want to think of 
yourself as a prophet or a witness or even a 
bullfrog – remember that God told Jeremiah 
not to be afraid to speak whatever God 
commanded him because God said – “I am 
there to deliver you.” “God’s promise to be 
present” is really important when you know 
that people might stop inviting you to dinner, 
or conversations- or worse - if you speak 
truth. 

God’s promise holds true for us as it 
did for Jeremiah – God is with us. 

Prophet, witness, bullfrog - 
Personally, I like the image of bullfrogs.  

I like the feeling of being surrounded 
by other prophets or witnesses – kind of 
humming along together until something 
makes us raise our voices in loud, rasping, 
chirping, grinding noises - the kind of noise 
that cannot be ignored - the kind of noise that 
testifies to God’s claim on our lives –  

A community of bullfrogs like the 
prophet Isaiah describes that removes yokes 
and doesn’t point fingers, that opens our 
hearts to share abundance A community of 
Menders of Broken Walls and restorers of 
Livable Streets.  

That’s a call to be a prophet that we 
can all answer.


