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“Beauty, Contemplation, and Radical Compassion” 
 

WE GATHER 
 

Threshold Moment 
 

All things are beautiful–not by a standard of “pretty” as seen by our eyes,  
but by an essence of sacred worth that is sensed by the spirit.  

This is the root and heart of compassion and justice.  
Beauty is the threshold to Divine Goodness  

and a door into radical compassion.  
Contemplation trains our spirits to see this deeper truth.  

Over the next six weeks, we will pursue a contemplative life  
to deepen our spiritual capacities  

so that we might live as Beloveds of God  
who extend Goodness in the world. 

 
For the beauty of the earth, 
for the glory of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth, 
over and and around us lies. 

God of all to thee we raise 
This our hymn of grateful praise! 

 
Silent Centering 

 
Prayer of Opening 

Divine Goodness, Holy One, 
Pause us for this moment, 

bear us up in this time, 
hold us for eternity. 

We offer ourselves in connection with you. 
We allow ourselves this love from you. 

We release ourselves into your presence. 
And all the people say, “Amen.” 

 
 

Hymn of Beauty 
“For the Beauty of the Earth”  
For the beauty of the earth,  

for the glory of the skies,  
for the love which from our birth  

over and around us lies.  
Refrain:  
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God of all, to you we raise  
this, our hymn of grateful praise.  

 
For the wonder of each hour  
of the day and of the night,  

hill and vale and tree and flower,  
sun and moon and stars of light, [Refrain ] 

 
For the joy of human love,  

brother, sister, parent, child,  
friends on earth, and friends above,  

for all gentle thoughts and mild, [Refrain]  
 

For yourself, best gift divine,  
to the world so freely given,  

agent of God's grand design:  
peace on earth and joy in heaven. [Refrain] 

 
WE PROCLAIM 
Sarah Swinford 

Searching for Beauty: A Time for Children 
 

Lectio Divina 
Pastor Sue 

 

Beauty occurs in many ways through our rituals.  
Divina is of Latin and Italian origin, meaning “divine or heavenly.”  

It is also a variant of Davina (Hebrew), meaning  ”loved one.”  
In this series we will encounter the Divine Loved One  

through “Lectio Divina” with scripture,  
through “Sermo Divina”–the Latin origin of the word “sermon”– 

and through “Visio Divina”–images, music, and poetry.  
All of these are portals into an experience of the holy.  

Some forms will pique your cognitive mind,  
but you can also allow some to simply wash over you, 

 infusing your psyche and soul with a mysterious sense of wonder. 
 

Ezekiel 31: 3-7 (Inclusive Bible) 
 

Look to Assyria, once a Lebanon cedar 
 [beautiful branches, dense shade, towering height;]   
 it is top among the clouds.  
 
Springs nourished it, 
 and deep waters made it grow tall; 
 their streams flowed around its base, 
 sending their channels to all the trees in the countryside.  
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So it towered high above every other tree of the field.  
Its boughs grew larger and its branches extended out, 
 nourished by an abundance of water.  
All the birds of the air nested in its boughs; 
 under its branches wild animals gave birth to their young.  
All the great nations thrived in its shade.  
It was majestic in its beauty with its spreading boughs, 
 its roots reaching deeply into an abundance of water. 

 
Sermo Divina 

Pastor Sue 
 

Visio Divina 
 

Sensing with Spirit 
Defining beauty as depth 

The divine dances 
 

WE RESPOND 
 

Prayers of the People 
Pastor Sue 

 
Original song for the series by Marsha Jean Moors-Charles, arr. Caleb Collins 

We are using “Look Around Prayers A’ after the opening words below 
Record Pastor Sue 

Our prayers in this series will invite us to an open-eyed experience of “looking around.”  
I invite you to look around and find something to focus on.  

It may be a detail that you rarely see,  
or something that you see frequently but you can see it more deeply.  

Or you may let your gaze wander during prayers  
as a way of giving thanks for these surroundings.  

“Looking around”–whether we do that with our eyes or other senses– 
is how we notice the beauty in the world and in the people we encounter,  

but also how we notice the suffering  
and are called to intercede in prayer for the healing of all. 

 
Music:[“Look Around” 

by Marsha Jean Moors-Charles  
When you’re tired and feel you can’t get through 
Uncertainty comes over you 
Just Look Around 
When your problems seem too much to bear 
Unsure if there’s someone who cares 
Just Look Around 
Chorus: Look Around – kindness, love is ours to share 



@www.worshipdesignstudio.com/beauty   4 

We can see it everywhere 
Though it might seem like forever 
Look Around—for even in the darkest night 
Things are gonna be alright 
We’ll get through this together 
Just Look Around! 

 
Pastor Sue 

Prayer of the People  
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
 

Chorus of “Look around” 
 

Call for Offering 
Gary Tebbenkamp 

Leader: As the song says, “we’ll get through this together” …  
“with outstretched arms and many helping hands.”  

Now, more than ever people are in need  
not only of food but of spiritual sustenance.  

 
If you are watching this at home,  

please mail a check to support the ministry of St. John’s Chapel to: 
4344 S Fremont, Springfield, MO  65804 

or go to stjohnschapel.org to contribute electronically. 
Either way your money will go for outreach and missions 

of St. John’s Chapel 
 

All good gifts around us come from you, O God.   
You have given us life, and new life in Christ.  

As you have given us gifts, so we offer our gifts  
that we may be gifts to one another,  
even as Jesus so taught and lived.  .  

 
 

Offertory  
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Offering of Peace 
Gary Tebbenkamp 

 

In gratitude for all that God has given us 
and for the beauty of creation 

we offer our praise. 
 

Doxology 
Alleluia – first verse only 

Alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia, alleluia, 
Alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Ritual Action 
Mia Datema  

Our worship invites us to integrate contemplative practices  
into our daily lives as a way of opening to the Divine in deeper ways,  

thereby training our spirits for compassion in all things.  
This week’s ritual action is a time of meditative “watering.”  
Set a reminder to pour yourself and drink a glass of water  

and then refill that same glass and water some other living thing…  
offering a glass of water to someone else or to a plant, tree, garden, etc. 

 As you do so, allow your mind to slow, your heart to open,  
your eyes to drink in your surroundings.  

You may want to put a note nearby, “ 
Water is life.  

Water your life so you can water other life… for the beauty of the earth.” 
 

And now, we add our singing to the song of creation already in progress… 
 

 
 

WE GO FORTH 
Closing Hymn 

“As the Deer”  
 

As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after you; 
You alone are my heart’s desire and I long to worship you. 

You alone are my strength and shield, to you alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship you. 
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I want you more than gold or silver, only you can satisfy; 
you alone are the real joy-giver and the apple of my eye. 

You alone are my strength and shield, to you alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship you. 

 

You’re my friend and you are my brother, even though you are a king; 
I love you more than any other, so much more than anything! 

You alone are my strength and shield, to you alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship you. 

 
Benediction 

Pastor Sue 
 

The world is so varied and beautiful.  
Seek wisdom wherever it is to be found.* 

And may the goodness of the Creator, 
the companionship of the Christ, 

and the insight of the Spirit, 
infuse your life now and always.  

Amen. 
 

Benediction Song Reprise 
 

God of all to thee, we raise, 
This our hymn of grateful praise! 
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